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SECTION A: London and the Second World War, 1939–45

Answer Questions 1 and 2.

1 Describe two features of the East End of London that made it a target for the  

German Blitz.
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2 (a) Study Sources A and B in the Sources Booklet.

  How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into what was done to protect 
civilians in London from bombing raids?

  Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own knowledge of the 
historical context.

(8)
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[The live question paper will contain one more page of answer lines.]
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 (b) Study Source A.

  How could you follow up Source A to find out more about what was done to 
protect civilians in London from bombing raids? 

  In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the type of source 
you could use.

  Complete the table below.
(4)

  
Detail in Source A that I would follow up:
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What type of source I could use:
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(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 16 MARKS

32 Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History – Sample Assessment Materials (Question Papers) –  

Issue 1 – October 2015 © Pearson Education Limited 2015
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SECTION B: Warfare and British society, c1250–present

Answer Questions 3 and 4. Then answer EITHER Question 5 or 6.

3 Explain one way in which the reporting of war in Britain was different in the coverage 
of the Crimean War and the Iraq War (2003).
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4 Explain why recruitment to the army in Britain has changed so much since 1900.

 

You may use the following in your answer:

• conscription 
• National Service

You must also use information of your own.
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 4 = 12 marks)
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BLANK PAGE
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Answer EITHER Question 5 OR Question 6.

Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be  
assessed in this question.

EITHER

5 ‘The creation of the New Model Army (1645) was a turning point in the composition 
of the army in Britain in the period c1500–c1700.’

 How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
(16)

 
You may use the following in your answer:

• a standing army 
• the use of cavalry, c1500–c1700

You must also use information of your own.

(Total for spelling, punctuation grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks) 

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

OR

6 ‘The use of artillery was the main reason why warfare changed during the period 
c1700–c1900.’

 How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
(16)

 
You may use the following in your answer:

• the use of infantry squares during the Battle of Waterloo 
• the use of artillery during the Crimean War

You must also use information of your own.

(Total for spelling, punctuation grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks) 

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)

36 Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History – Sample Assessment Materials (Question Papers) –  

Issue 1 – October 2015 © Pearson Education Limited 2015
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 5   Question 6
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[The live question paper will contain three more pages of answer lines.]

 TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 36 MARKS 

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 52 MARKS

37Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History – Sample Assessment Materials (Question Papers) – 

Issue 1 – October 2015 © Pearson Education Limited 2015



38 Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History – Sample Assessment Materials (Question Papers) –  

Issue 1 – October 2015 © Pearson Education Limited 2015



Turn over     

*S49233A*S49233A
©2015 Pearson Education Ltd.

1/1/1/1/1/1/1

Paper Reference

1HI0/12
Sample assessment materials for first teaching 

September 2016

Sources Booklet

History
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment
Option 12:  Warfare and British society, c1250–present 

and London and the Second World War, 
1939–45

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9–1)

Do not return this booklet with the question paper.

39Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History – Sample Assessment Materials (Question Papers) – 

Issue 1 – October 2015 © Pearson Education Limited 2015



2
S49233A

Sources for use with Section A.

Source A:  From the memories of Constance Holt, who was editor of a magazine during 
the war. She was interviewed about the Blitz for the book Don’t You Know 
There’s A War On?, published in 1989.

Most of the tube stations were taken over as shelters, as there weren’t enough big 
public shelters that people could get to. Russell Square Station was one of these.  
I remember on several occasions coming back from the theatre by tube, and 
when I got out at Russell Square, bunks had been put all along the platform, and 
you’d see women doing up their curlers and getting ready for bed. Of course, 
you’d try not to look at them because they were in their ‘bedrooms’. 

I remember there was a little bit of snobbery about stations. I heard one woman 
say, ‘Oh, us and our family go to Regent’s Park now, it’s nicer people.’ And the 
children used to go for rides on the tube. At least their mothers knew where they 
were, and it was much safer than the street.

Source B:  A photograph showing Anderson shelters being delivered to houses in central 
London in February 1939.
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